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Implications of Poverty on Children Readiness to
Learn
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Abstract- In this current era education is much needed one to
survive in this world. Lots of implications are there to affect the
learning of children. Due to poverty people are not able to fulfil
even their basic needs. The people below poverty line focus only for
fulfilling their daily needs rather than concentrating on their
children’s education. Since the children do not get the required
materials and facilities for studythey lose interest for study. Hence
this leads to dropout of students from school. During this time it is
necessary to know the reasons as well as the readiness of children
to study. Therefore the researcher is making an attempt to analyze
through this study the researcher is making an attempt analyze the
implications of poverty on children readiness to learn. For this
study purpose the researcher has taken into consideration the
Madurai slum area. Interview schedule is used for the data
collection and around thirty samples were taken for this purpose.
Through this study the researcher is trying to analyze the causes of
situation which create more of dropout among the children social
demographic details, implications of poverty on children readiness
to learn, and what is their need to overcome. The researcher has
also come up with suitable suggestion for decreasing the dropout
rate of schoolchildren.

I. INTRODUCTION

Poverty is regarded as one of the most important factor
affecting the people of a developing country. There are about
seven type of poverty in which economical poverty is the most
affecting factor on children in their studies. But in this study
explain the how economical poverty affect the children study.
Poverty is the being state of tremendously poor. People who
are economically backward will not be even able to fulfil their
basic needs. Due to poverty people below the poverty line face
lot of issues like social inequality, discrimination etc. When
people below the poverty line find difficult even to fulfill the
basic needs they seldom give importance to the education of
children. Slum areas are the most affectedplaces with regards
to dropout of children from school the researcher through this
study is trying to find the interest of students towards studies
due to their poverty.

1. REVIEW OFLITERATURE

The aim of the study is to Implications of poverty on
Children Readiness to Learn. There has been lot of studies
related to poverty on children learn. According to Shadreck
(2013) a low socio-economic family background is a major
cause of the phenomenon of dropping out with students
dropping out due to poverty and financial constraints.
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The study has also revealed that certain school conditions
can lead to premature school dropout. Thus, schools appear
to influence dropout behaviour through their organization,
their structure and their school climate, policies and possibly
practically push students towards a gradual exit (fade-out) or
to leave school (push-out).  Maranoorand  om
ashekharappappa (2012) categorized personal factors, family
factors, school factors and socio- economic factors. Personal
factors included self ill heath, not interested in study,
physical inability, retired minded etc. Family factor plays an
important role in female school dropouts especially. Its
features involvements in domestic chores, sickness in the
family, looks after for siblings, parents’ disinterest in girls’
education etc. School also a significant factor for school
dropouts. Its features lack offacilities, teacher didn’t teach
properly, fears of teacher, long distance of school etc. Socio-
economic factors are also playing a very important role in
school dropouts especially in male dropouts. Its features lack
of money, death of father, early marriage, negative attitude of
society etc. According to Naseer Ahmad Salfi and Khan
(2011) findings of the study it seems that on an individual
basis, the reasons for dropping out vary, but generally there
are two main categories of factors that lead to dropping out
students at primary level. These are out-of-school factors and
in-school factors. Out-of- school factors are parent’s poverty,
parent’s lack of motivation and understanding of value
education, opportunity cost to the parents by sending the
child to school, migration of parents and long distance of
schools from homes. While in school factors include lack of
facilities in schools; defective textbooks and curriculum
which is beyond the comprehension level of students; and
harsh attitude of the teachers with students. According to
Rumberger’s (2011) finding that having friends who engage
in criminal behaviour or are part of gangs’ increases the odds
of dropping out. We also find that, in general, from the
location attributes, median family income and industry
structure influence dropout rates, and they have different
magnitudes and directions in rural and urban areas. Overall,
differences in family- level conditions have far more
predictive power in determining graduation than
geographicattributes.

. NEED AND SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

School dropout, is one who withdraws before completing a
course of instruction (Wikipedia). According to a study by
the national centre of Education statistics students with low
family incomes have the highest dropout rates at 9.4%.
37000 school dropouts in Tamil Nadu in June 2016 survey,
Survey was conducted by
Deccan ChronicleA. Ragu
Raman. Hence due to all
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these reasons the researcher is trying to analyze the poverty
on children’s readiness to learn and what are the causes
affect their learning.

V. OBJECTIVES

The researcher is trying to study Implications of Poverty on
Children Readiness to Learn. One of theobjectives of the
study is to study the socio demographic details of the
respondents. The researcher is also trying to understand the
causes for dropout of the children from school. Another
major objective is to give suitable suggestion in order to
decrease dropout of children.

V. METHOD OFSTUDY

In this research the researcher has used both qualitative and
quantitative method of study. And Survey was used for data
collection. The researcher used interview schedule for data
collection.The study conducted in Madurai JeevaNagar slum.
The total student’s population in that particular areais 500,
Out of this population the researcher, the researcher has
taken thirty samples by using Simple RandomSampling.

VI. RESULT ANDDISCUSSION

The study is conducted mainly with the purpose of finding
implications of poverty on children readiness to learn. The
researcher conducted a survey question regarding the family
members of respondents. 63.3 percent of the respondents
having 5 members in their family, 20 percent of the
respondents having 4 members in their family, 13.3 percent of
the respondents having 6 members in their family and another
3.3 percent of the respondents having 3 members in their
family. Hence it can be summarized that most
oftherespondents are having five family members as
dependents on income earners. The next survey question was
regarding bread winners of the family. 50 percent of family
has 2 working members, 36.7 percent of the family has a 1
working member in their family and 6.7 percent of the family
have 4 working members in their family. Hence it can be
summarised that the half of the respondent’s family have a 2
working members in their family. The researcher framed a
survey questionto know the earners of the family. In this
question the researcher trying to find whether the student’s
family have enough income to run the family. 50 percent of
the respondent’s family are having 5000- 10000 as their
family income, 40 percent of respondents family having
10000-15000 monthly income and 10 percent of respondents
family having 15000-20000 monthly income.Hence it can be
summarised that half of the respondents family income is
5000- 10000. The researcher conducted a survey question
regarding how they get education support. In this question the
researcher trying to find whether the students get educational
support from family. 96.7 percent of the respondents’ get
education support from their family and 3.3 percent of
therespondent’s are self employed for their education
support.Hence it can be summarised that most of the
respondents get educational support from their family. In this
question the researcher trying to find whether they have
educational support from relatives. 90 percent of the
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respondents are didn’t get any support from their relatives for
their studies and another 10 percent of respondents get
educational support from their relatives.Hence it can be
summarised that the most of the respondents didn’t get any
education support from relatives. The next question was
regarding the time spent by the respondent per day for the
study. 26.7 percent of respondents are spent 2-4 hour for their
studies in home and 23.3 percent of respondents are spent 0-1
hours for their studies in home. Hence it can be summarised
that the most of the respondents spent 2-4 hours to study in a
day. The researcher questioned about distance between school
and home. In this question the researcher trying to find how
much kilo meters students travel to reach the school. 60
percent of the respondents travel to school less than 1
kilometre. 23.3 percent of respondents travel to school more
than 2 - 4 kilo meters. 10 percent of respondents are travel for
school more than 4 — 5 kilo meters. 6.7 percent of respondents
travel to school more than 5 kilo meters in a day for education.
Hence it can be summarised that more than half of the
respondents are travel less than 1 kilo meter to school. The
next question was regarding the mode of transport to school.
66.7 percent of respondents went to school by walking
because schools are near their homes. 33.3 respondents are
using government/private vehicle for going to school because
of long distance between school and home. Hence it can be
summarised that more than half of the respondents are going
to school by walking. The researcher framed a survey
question regarding how teachers treat the students in school. In
this question the researcher trying to find whether the teachers
are treating the students well. 66.7 percentrespondentssaid
teachers treat very nicely inside the school and 33.3 percent of
respondents said teachers treat the students neutrally inside
the school.Hence it can be summarised that the more than half
of the respondents feel that teachers treat in very good manner.
The researcher conducted a survey question was regarding the
income sufficient for family expenses. In this question the
researcher trying to find whether the student’s family have
enough income for their family expenses. As per the thirty
percent respondents answers based 63.3 percent of
respondents family face money problem due to insufficient
income and 36.7 percent of respondents family have sufficient
income for face their family needs.Hence it can be
summarised that the more than half of the respondents family
face insufficient income for their family expenses. The
researcher asked survey question was regarding feel financial
problem while studying. In this question the researcher trying
to find whether the students are feel financial problem while
studying. 53.3 percent of the respondents feel money problem
in their family while studying and the 46.7 percent of
respondents are didn’t feel money problem while studying.
Hence it can be summarised that the more than half of the
respondents are feel financial problem while studying. The
researcher framed question to know if the students have
enough study materials and Dress. Through this question the
researcher trying to find whether the students have enough
studies materials and dress.
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100 percent ofthe respondents feel that they get enough study
materials and dress for their studies.Hence it can be
summarised all the respondents have enough study materials
and dress. Another question was asked to respondents
whether they like to attend school. In this question the
researcher trying to find whether the students like or didn’t like
their school. 73.3 percent of the respondents are like their
school for study and another 26.7 percent of the respondents
are didn’t like their school.Hence it can be summarised that
the more than half of the respondents like their school. The
researcher conducted a survey question regarding attending
the class regularly. In this question the researcher trying to
find whether the students attend their class regularly or
not.86.7 percent of the respondents are attend their school
regularly without being absent and another 13.3 percent of the
respondents are didn’t attend their classes regularly they make
lots of absents. Hence it can be summarised that the most of
the respondents attend the class regularly. The next survey
question was regarding the good relationship among student.
In this question the researcher trying to find whether the
students have a good relationship with the school students.
86.7 percent of respondents said they have good relationship
with others, lots of friends are there in their circle and another
13.3 percent of the respondents are said not have good
relationship among students due to joining new school
environment. The survey question was regarding the
additional expenses of the student. Hence it can be
summarised that the most of therespondentshave a good
relationship with their school students. In this question the
researcher is trying to find whether the students themselves
are able to meet the extra expenses. 93.3 percent of the
respondents said they cannot meet additional expenses for
their studies they totally depend on their family for study, and
6.7 percent of respondents said they can meet additional
expenses for their study by doing part time jobs. Hence it can
be summarised that most of the respondents are not able meet
additional expenses. The researcher conducted a survey
question regarding the interest in subjects of the student in
learning them. In this question the researcher trying to find
whether the students are feeling interest to study their
subjects. 80 percent of the respondents said the subjects are
interesting to study and 20 percent of the respondents are said
the subjects are not interest to study. Hence it can be
summarised that the most of the respondents are feel interest
to study their subjects. At this study can be summarise most of
the respondents are having five family members. Half of the
respondent’s family have 2 working members in their family.
Half of the respondent’s family income is 5000-10000. The
most of the respondents get educational support from their
family. The respondents are didn’t get any education support
from relatives. The most of the respondents that is 26.7
percent are spent 2-4 hours to study in a day. ore than half of
the respondents are travel less than 1 kilo meter to school due
to school are nearing the home. More than half of the
respondents went to school through walking. More than half
of the respondents answer is teachers are treatin very good
manner. More than half of the respondent’s family face
insufficient income for their family expenses. More than half
of the respondents are feel financial problem while studying.
All of the respondents have study materials and dress. More
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than half of the respondents like their school. Most of the
respondents attend the class regularly. The most of the
respondents have a good relationship with their school
students. Most of the respondents are not able to meet
additional expenses. Most of the respondents feel interested to
study theirsubjects.

VII. CONCLUSION

The study has been taken up to find the implications of
poverty on children readiness to learn. This study has been
conducted in Madurai slum area. Due to poverty most of the
children are sent to government schools by the parents.
Through this research, researcher collected data about socio
demographic details, relationship between school and
student, and suggestion from the respondents to reduce the
dropouts in school. The main problem faced by these
children is that extra fees is been collected in the name of
book fees. Due to extra fees children are not able to afford the
extra cost hence parents are not willing to sent children to
school, due to financial problem. The children also not happy
about infrastructure facility provided in the school. Most of
the respondents are like the subjects taught by the teachers
and feel subjects are interesting. If government gives good
infrastructure ingovernmentschools and provide scholarships
to the children, there would be increase in interest of children
to study and the parents also will be happy to send their
children to schools. The government should also take
necessary steps to educate the people regarding the
importance of Educating children and also the benefits
available for education.
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