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Abstract: The detection and diagnosis of the various diseases 

at initial phase observer feel some changes in the structures of 

RBVs (retinal blood vessels). Segmentation of the retina blood 

vessels is required because main phase for the discovery of the 

alterations present in features of the RBVs images. In this 

research, the color digital retinal image has been proposed as the 

segmentation technique of the blood vessel. Diabetic retinopathy 

(DR) is the method where the automated removal and the variety 

of diseases are classified. The extraction of the blood vessel 

segmentation from RBV s through fundus imageries is the main 

issue.  Hence, in this research, the simple and the automatic 

method has been proposed for the extraction of the retinal blood 

vessels. In the proposed approach, the DIP (digital image 

processing method) used for the removal and the organization of 

the retrieval of the noise, hybrid ant lion optimization (ALO) 

method and the change in the contrast of the image. In the 

proposed approach the group of the retinal images has been 

tested. The collection of the retinal images from the DRIVE 

dataset and evaluate the correctness by the performance analysis. 

The experimental results describe the parameters which are 

exactness, specificity, sensitivity and the scoring method. 

 
Index Terms: Blood Vessel, Segmentation, Hybrid (ALO) 

optimization, DRIVE database.  

I. INTRODUCTION 

Eye of human is the organ about vision and the mostly 

complex organic structure of the body. The feature 

abstraction of the RBVs is the major scope in the recognition 

of eye diseases [1]. The eye is the part of the body that 

determines the about the health condition of blood vessels of 

organs of the body structure[2].Segmentation and the 

localization of the retina blood vessels plays main role in the 

RBVs in addition analysis of infections like as, micro 

aneurysms or  arteriosclerosis. The numerical retina imagery 

is the stimulating showing technique that has been developed. 

The regular screening method is the method used for 

screening of the DR and diabetic maculopathy diseases used 

in the image processing method [3]. In the process of the 

image segmentation, the images are walled to the various 

regions so that the images may be detected easily and 
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segmentation can be done on different types of the images [4]. 

The early diagnosis of the diseases related to eyes can be 

diagnosed through segmentation method [5]. The segmenting        

of retina blood vessel images helps in the diagnosis of the 

diseases of retina blood vessels [6][7]. 

Structure removal of the blood vessel using fundus spitting 

image is prepared through image processing method. The 

detecting of optical round in colour retina pictures has a 

significant task in the automatic investigation of the retina 

image scheme [8]. The parameters of systematic disease are 

evaluated by examining the retinal blood vessels. For 

instance, there may be morphological changes in retinal blood 

vessels like as dm, len, dividing angles and cardiovascular 

diseases etc [9]. The colour fundus picture describes in the 

number as optical circle looks as the lively promotion of the 

spherical or oval form through the outer blood vessels. 

However, that is known as the blind spot. Usual and 

pathological structures in the retinal blood vessels images are 

divided. Position of the reference length utilized to measure 

the distance and location of macula [10] [11]. 

 
Fig 1: Blood-Retinal Vessels [12] 

In Diabetic Retinopathy (DR), the Ophthalmologists analyse 

the retinal images to diagnose different pathologies. Diabetic 

Retinopathy is the main issue in the eye and the diabetic 

persons are mark off for the recognition and management of 

the diabetic or infected eye disease that may lead to vision 

loss. The large retinal vessels are detected using robust 

divergence compared to the contextual in the imageries but 

then minor vessels cannot be detected due to low contrast in 

the images [12]. Diabetic Retinopathy is the complex 

approach of diabetic mellitus. The blood vessels are damaged 

due to the high content of sugar and that affects the organs of 

the body like as heart, eyes and kidney [13]. The weakening of 

the blood vessels in the retina may be due to diabetes. The 

breaking of the vessels leads to the abnormal blood vessel 

which increases on the surface of the retina. The leakage of 

the fluid at the central portion and may cause bleeding and 

scaring problem. This may result into loss of the central and 

peripheral vision [14]. 
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Several techniques have been developed in the survey for the 

segmentation and classification process, the individual 

technique has made an important participate in enhancing the 

accuracy rate of the segmentation and classification result. 

Issues like as wrong vessel detection around OD (Optic Disc), 

Combining of close retina vessels and generating extensions 

at mismatch points are distributed to scope in the existing 

techniques.  

In this article, a new technique has been implemented, which 

gives efficient with the issues described above and has given 

to enhance the accuracy rate, specificity, sensitivity with 

minimum time consumption. New approach method employs 

an un-supervised and soft computing approach and it works 

on high pixel range images. Problem of the existing paper 

(Multi-Scale Line Detection) based distortion present, high  

false data acceptable and achieved a minimum accuracy rate. 

Section 1 described a detailed study of the retinal blood vessel 

segmentation. Section 2 demonstrates a detailed approach to 

the Literature review and comparison of the techniques, 

parameters and issues. Section 3 explains the segmentation 

and the hybridisation methods of the retinal blood vessels in 

the detailed approach. Section 4 has a detailed overview of 

the experimental result and compared results of the proposed 

approach in graphical format.  Section 5 concludes the 

experimental results in the proposed approach in the DRIVE 

database. 

II. LITERATURE REVIEW  

  

Avuz, Z., and Köse, C et al., 2017[15] proposed a research 

feature extraction of the retina blood vessel network 

technology. The removal method consists of different phase 

which are pre-processing data set for segmentation method 

and segmentation include Gabor. The clustering includes 

mean and fuzzy mean clustering method. The colour retinal 

images can be achieved from the STARE and DRIVE.  

Xu, L., and Luo, S. et al., 2010[16] presented a novel 

method for the subdivision of the retinal blood images to 

remove the issue of the variation in the distinction of the large 

and the tinny vessels. The thresholding method produces a 

binary image by the extraction of the components of thin 

vessels. The residual factor of the dualistic copy has the 

segments of the thin vessels which are categorised using the 

SVM.  This research, the bigger vessel adapts through the 

thresholding method and after that recognises the thin vessel 

with support vector machine. In this research, an algorithm 

was proposed that test the DRIVE database and the accuracy 

and the accuracy reaches to the maximum level.  

Raja, D. S. S., Vasuki, S. and Kumar, D. R et 

al.,2014[17]researched on the division and detection of the 

retinal blood vessel through morphological operations and 

SVM classifier. In this research, the proposed method based 

on the three stages, first is which are data pre-processing of 

retina pictures for the separation of the green station. In the 

next procedure, the contrast of the retinal images was 

improved and in the last procedure, the data sets are classified 

in accordance with the performance of the retinal images.  

Kromer, R., Shafin, R and Klemm, M.  et al., 2016[18] 

presented an approach based on rule-based method that for 

the positioning of the retinal blood vessel image using 

confocal skimming laser ophthalmoscopy (cSLO) pictures. 

The automatic segmentation is done to examine the list of the 

persons with manual and automated segmentation technique. 

The cSLO image will have high resolution. The image 

processing method for grey scale improves retinal blood 

vessels through the Gaussian filter and morphological 

method. In this research, an algorithm was proposed using the 

DRIVE database. The accuracy, sensitivity and specificity 

were obtained using the segmentation method in 

Monochromatic  SLO images. 

 

Table 1:- Studied various literature survey and described 

Technique and Issues 

 
Auth

or 

Technique Conclusion Problem Parameter 

 

Avuz 

et al., 

[15] 

K-mean and 

fuzzy c mean 

with 

segmentation, 

pre-processin

g. 

Diagnosis 

and treat 

systematic 

diseases.  

Unnecessar

y artefacts. 

Check 

accuracy 

level using 

STARE and 

DRIVE 

database. 

 

. Xu, 

L., et 

al., 

[16] 

Segmentation 

method. 

Recognise 

thin vessels 

and 

differentiat

e large 

vessels. 

Heavy 

computatio

n problem. 

Sensitivity 

and accuracy 

using the 

DRIVE 

database. 

Raja, 

et al., 

[17] 

 

Morphologic

al method and 

SVM 

classifier 

method. 

Detection 

and 

segmentati

on of blood 

vessels 

from retinal 

images. 

Vision 

impairment 

and high 

cost of 

screening. 

Detect the 

sensitivity 

and 

accuracy of 

retinal blood 

vessels. 

Krom

er.  et 

al., 

[18] 

 

Rule-based 

and 

automated 

segmentation 

method. 

The 

positioning 

of retinal 

blood 

vessels 

using a 

rule-based 

approach. 

 Accuracy, 

specificity 

and 

sensitivity 

were 

analysed. 

III. METHODOLOGIES BASED ON RETINA BLOOD 

VESSEL SEGMENTATION AND HYBRIDIZATION 

METHODS 

As per research methodology based on BVS (Blood Vessel 

Segmentation) is the significant phase for the detection of 

modifications in retina structure, various techniques have 

been implemented to get better consequences. In the review 

section a brief description of the existing techniques. 

Proposed methods can be analyzed and classified into various 

types. 

An initial phase, download the dataset (DRIVE Retina Vessel 

Image) from the website using 

https://computervisiononline.com/dataset/1105138662 in fig 

2 described two categories in retinal blood vessels (i) Normal 

and (ii) Abnormal Retina Blood Vessels in below and 

implement a novel approach which is ALO with SVM 

depends on image pixel classification and optimization using 

a segmentation and classifier.  

The SVM classifier is trained from manually labeled retina 

segmented images by supervised learning approach. In this 

classification, approaches need real-time dataset and widely 

used for best performance metrics. 

https://computervisiononline.com/dataset/1105138662
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(i) 

 
(ii) 

Fig 2. Retina Vessel Blood Image (i) Normal Category 

and (ii) Abnormal Category 

The second Phase is image pre-processing and Feature 

Extraction described that the level fetching based on RGB 

colour components. Convert the original retina image into 

grayscale form.  In original image, dimensionality is 3D after 

conversion dimensionality has reduced (2D). After reduction, 

has detected the edge detection method which is CANNY 

edge operator. Canny edge detector algorithm is also known 

as multistage edge detectors and to identify the extensive 

variety of boundaries in imageries. Develop an HCT (Hough 

Circle Transformation) method is an image processing for 

detecting circle areas or objects in DI (Digital Image) and 

search the circle in damaged image inputs. To interference 

check in the uploading retina vessel image and filter the retina 

image using Median Filter. After that smoothness method, 

calculate the intensity of the image values in the black and 

white picture. Calculates the complement of the spitting 

image and define the binary image output. Improve the retina 

vessel image contrast and extract the genuine feature depends 

on the KT (Kirsch's Templates) method. 

 

      
      (i)                                         (ii) 

      
       (iii)                                   (iv) 

 

       
                 (v)                                   (vi)    

    
                  (vii)                                            (viii) 

  
             (ix)                               (x) 

 
      (xi)                                (xii)                         

 

                                                                                  

Fig 3. Image Pre-processing Steps 

Fig 3 (i) defined that the principal stage of image 

improvement, the boundaries is highlighted from the blood 

vessel retina component image or 3D image. (ii), (iii) and (iv) 

After that the grayscale conversion of Blood Vessel Retina 

picture, that requires filtration and image histogram matched 

since of un-even interference and minimum-intensity  along 

with requirement of making the regions of BV (Blood Vessel) 

smoother. Afterward Binarization process, numerous 

undesirable substances produced because of edge 

improvement. 
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 (v) It implements an object arrangement method for 

elimination of tiny substances. It is requiring here to feature 

extraction the OD (Optical Disk), which is consequently 

utilized for removal of OD from retina blood vessel pictures. 

(vi) It is a variety of arithmetic techniques that main goal at 

verifying key-points in DI at which the brightness alters 

sharply has discontinuities. Image darkness modifies sharp is 

normally organized into a set of line segment edges. (vii) And 

(viii) Hough circle transformation is a method to find circles 

in incomplete input images. Circle applicants are generated 

by voting in the HC metric and then choose the LM (Local 

Maxima) is also known as AM (Accumulator Matrix). (ix), 

(x), (xi) and (xii) defined that the contrast image redesign 

image intensity values to complete display visible and range 

of data type. Image with good contrast has a sharp difference 

between white and black. 

 

 
(i) 

 

2 -4 -4 

2 0 -3 

   2 -4 -4 

-4 -4 2 

-4 0 2 

-4 -4 0 

(ii) 

Fig 4. (i) Feature Extraction Image (ii) Array of Kirsch’s 

Techniques 

 

In the proposed approach, the template of Kirsch algorithm is 

utilized for detection of the blood vessel images from the 

digital retina pictures.  The rotation of the kirsch’s template is 

done automatically. The improvement and the recognition of 

the first order derivatives by discrete form are done through 

the operator of the template of the kirsch. The detection of the 

edges is done by the rotation of the eight templates up to the 

angle of 45 degrees. The gradient is calculated by the rolling 

of the images using eight templates for every single pixel. 

Hence, the grade of the various instructions is recognized. 

Improvement in the summary of all the edges and also 

recognizing the location for the RGB channel instead of the 

single channel. 

 

The random portion of the image is shown in figure 5 and 

demonstrated the three random movements over the 100 

iterations. The figure describes the random portion that may 

be used for alterations close to the region in the descending 

format. 

 

 

 
 

Fig 5. Hybrid Optimization (Ant-Lion) 

 

 
Fig 6. Unique and segmented appearance: (a) Real 

Appearance; (b) Extracted Appearance; (c) Proposed 

Segmented Appearance 

Fig. 6 recognizes the actual image and divided copy are used 

for the planned technique that is linked with the golden value 

standard. 

Table 1:   Evaluation is done between the current blood vessel 

images segmented approach and planned method that is 

constructed on the DRIVE database. 

 

Performance 

Metrics  

Proposed 

Work  

Existing 

Work  

Accuracy Rate (%) 98 95 

F-score (%) 98 75 

Precision (%) 99 84 

Sensitivity (%) 98 71 

Specificity (%) 99 95 

 

Table 2. Proposed Performance Analysis in Hybrid 

Optimization 

Performance Metrics  Proposed Work  

Accuracy Rate (%) 98 

F-score (%) 98 

Precision (%) 99 

Sensitivity (%) 98 

Specificity (%) 99 

 



International Journal of Recent Technology and Engineering (IJRTE)  

ISSN: 2277-3878 (Online), Volume-8, Issue-1, May 2019 

 

1791 

 

Published By: 

Blue Eyes Intelligence Engineering 

& Sciences Publication  

Retrieval Number A2118058119/19©BEIESP 

Journal Website: www.ijrte.org 

 

Recall (%) 97 

Time (Sec) 0.02 

Table 1 and 2 defined the performance analysis and 

comparison analysis in proposed work and existing 

segmentation method based. In proposed work has improved 

the performance of the accuracy rate, time consumption and 

Precision rate. In existing work main issue is time-consuming 

process to segment the Diabetic Retina image. Maximize 

average accuracy rate and the precise value calculated with 

research algorithm for the testing group of DRIVE dataset, 

utilizing grayscale image strength, channel extraction based 

on components the values for the pixel evaluation and 

correctly classified as retina vessel image pixels are defined. 

In Table 2 defined similar performance considers for other 

vessel division techniques as attained from the DRIVE retina 

vessel image data set.  

IV. RESULT AND DISCUSSIONS 

 

In this research, the tool required for the presentation of the 

examination result is MATLAB version 2016 and module 

utilized is the DIP (digital image processing) technique. The 

projected approach is tested by using the DRIVE dataset 

retinal blood vessel dataset imageries. DRIVE dataset 

consists of the 40 colour images of the retinal blood vessels 

with 712*716 pixel and 8-bit channel for each colour. The 

measurement of the performance is done by using 

segmentation experimental result. The colour images are 

evaluated by the experimental result of the blood vessel 

segmented image.   

 

 
Fig 7. Comparative Analysis 

 

The performance is computed for each DRIVE database 

through the segmented experimental result. The data is 

evaluated and the compared on the basis of the different 

procedure with specificity, specificity (True Negative Factor) 

and F-score standard.  The amount the image pixels in the 

image is used to calculate accuracy. Sensitivity recognised by 

the proportional value of the pixels taken as the vessel pixel. 

On the other hand, the proportional value of the pixel called 

sensitivity. The probable value is determined by the vessel 

pixel using the F score. The detailed computation can be done 

referred to [23]. The proposed approach determines the value 

of TPF, FPF, TNF, F-score, and accuracy of the blood-retinal 

images. Table 1 compare the experimental approach between 

existing and proposed method [23][24]. Moreover, Figure 6 

described the unique and distributed RBV s using the 

projected method and compares them with golden standard 

segmentation value. 

 

 
Fig 8. Proposed Metric Analysis 

 

Above figure 7 and 8 show that the comparative analysis and 

proposed work analysis attained Specificity, Sensitivity, 

F-score, Accuracy Rate and Precision rate, time consumption 

by means of the planned algorithm as table 1 compares the all 

performance parameters using a projected procedure along 

with acquired by other called or current method. 

Mathematical Equations 

To evaluate the performance metric such as specificity, 

sensitivity, precision and accuracy rate and compared with the 

existing parameters.  

(i) Accuracy Rate:  

 The Accuracy Rate of the testing is the capability to 

distinguish the person and good physical cases in right form. 

Estimation of the exactness is sum of the proportion true 

positive and true negative values. In mathematical form it is 

given by, 

= …………. (i) 

                  Wherever TP is True Positive, TN is True 

Negative; FP is False Positive and FN Is false negative. 

 

(ii) Sensitivity Rate:  The Sensitivity Rate is the proportional 

value of true positive and sum of true positive and false 

negative. Such sensitivity. 

   Sensitivity =                    …….(ii) 

(iii) Specificity: Specificity measures the portion of negative 

cases that are named  negative. Considers the proportion of 

negatives that are properly identified as such specificity. 

 

Specificity =        ………………..(iii)                         

Where, TP = true Positive, TN = True Negative, FP = False 

Positive and FN = False Negative. The model with the most 

astounding specificity and precision is the best model. 

 

 

(iv)Precision  

 ……….. (iv) 

 

(v) Recall  

  

….. (v) 
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Precision and Recall both are accuracy model parameters. 

 

(vi) F-Score  

 …………….(vi) 

It is measure of test accuracy rate.  

V. CONCLUSION AND FUTURE SCOPE  

In this research, the novel technique is used for the dissection 

and classification of the blood-retinal images by removal of 

the blood vessel from a infected picture. Comparison of 

DRIVE database images is done for evaluating the 

presentation of the planned method. The experimental results 

are determined using the projected approach as the main 

method that is given in Table 1 with given values as TPT as 

99/%, TNF as 98% and F score as 98%. It is clearly 

determined that the proposed method recognize the 

performance of the segmented image by matching the 

accuracy up to 98% to retinal image using a hybrid 

optimization method. Hence, the main issue in the analysis of 

the biomedical image becomes a problem in recognizing the 

accuracy and to extract and evaluate the value of the fundus 

image. Using medical technology, the fundus images of 

retinal blood vessels are recognized by the ophthalmologists. 

The proposed approach in the segmentation of the 

blood-retinal image used in computer-aided diagnosis. It is 

determined that the proposed method helps in the 

improvement of the efficiency at less time, less error but 

cannot replace physicians or ophthalmologists. 

 In Future Scope, the image registration process can be used 

for the tracking of the deviations in the retina imageries for the 

intensive care of the DR. 
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